
CHIMPANZEE 
CONSERVATION PROJECT

CHIMPANZEE CONSERVATION PROJECT - A GRAND VISION TO PROTECT  ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S MOST ICONIC SPECIES FROM EXTINCTION IN NIGERIA’S 

SOUTHWEST AND NIGER DELTA FORESTS.

98.7% Humans, 100% Animals.
Chimpanzees are man’s closest relatives 
& play vital roles in sustaining forest ecosystems
...but they are disappearing very fast.  



THE VISION
Our Project seeks to ensure the long-term survival of chimpanzees across the southwest and Niger Delta forest ecosystems by targeting 

areas where chimpanzees still survive in viable numbers and where they are most imperiled. Our objective is to prevent the local extinction of 

the species in key areas by conserving remnant populations and restoring habitats critical for the species survival. Conserving this great ape 

species will have far-reaching impacts that will contribute to the protection of many other irreplaceable species of plants and animals in these 

forests and will also help to restore ecosystem functions for the sustenance of human communities that depend on forest resources.

THE PROBLEM
Chimpanzees – man's closest relatives are in danger of extinction from many forests areas where they once lived. Their population has 

declined considerably in the last 30 years across Africa while many populations have vanished completely in Nigeria – Africa's most populous 

nation – due to apparent human expansion and conversion of their natural habitat to other land use types. The problems facing chimpanzees 

are three-fold:

 Drastic loss of habitat and forest fragmentation is reducing the availability of trees for food and shelter required by chimpanzees.

  In many communities, chimpanzees populations have declined to dangerously low levels due to indiscriminate hunting either for 

bushmeat or targeted for use in traditional ritual medicine.

 Illegal wildlife trade is increasingly being recognized as a significant threat to great apes populations across the world, in Nigeria, 

chimpanzees are still being captured as pets in many areas.

THE SOLUTION & OUR CONSERVATION FOOTPRINTS.
Our project is committed to conserving chimpanzees in areas where the species are perhaps most threatened in Nigeria. Our team of 

dedicated field-based experts are working in forests where viable populations of the chimpanzees still survive and areas where conservation 

actions are urgently required. We are conducting critical research on chimpanzee populations and habitat use, training local community 

youths as chimpanzee guards/monitors including government protection staff. We are basically working with all stakeholders to bring effective 

conservation to these forest areas and the species, from local communities, teachers, scientists, governments at all levels, wildlife and forest 

departments. We are teaming up with local and international partners who share our vision and priorities, in this way; we are utilizing all 

available expertise and resources as part of our overall long-term conservation strategy. Our conservation footprints are visible in areas which 

were identified from thorough research we have conducted in the southwest and Niger Delta across eight States in Nigeria - Ekiti, Ondo, 

Bayelsa, Rivers, Imo, Anambra, Edo and Delta states:
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  Idanre and Akure-Ofosu Forest Reserves, Ondo State: Remnant forests of about 500km where chimpanzees still survive within these 

reserves has been earmarked as strict conservation areas. We are working with the Ondo State Government and other stakeholders to 

ensure the long-term survival of the species and other iconic animals such as the forest elephants.
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  Okomu National Park/Forest Reserve, Edo State: The only effective protected area in the region, an area of about 200km where the 

National Park Service has been dedicated to protecting wildlife and habitat for almost 2 decades. We are initiating programmes to 

enhance protection in this area and support park officials’ efforts in monitoring its chimpanzee population.
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  Edumanom forest reserve, Bayelsa and Rivers States: A small reserve of about 90km  holds a small but viable chimpanzee 

population. We are working with the Bayelsa State Department of Forestry, communities surrounding the reserve and other stakeholders 

to monitor and ensure adequate protection of chimpanzee populations and finding solutions to habitat loss/fragmentation.
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  Niger floodplain forests, Rivers, Imo and Anambra States: This area of about 1000km  contains severely fragmented patches of 

forests where some chimpanzee populations still survive. We are working with various State governments and the local communities to 

intensify survey efforts and determine viable chimpanzee populations in order to design an effective conservation plan for these 

population(s) of chimpanzee.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT WILL PROTECT NIGERIA’S CHIMPANZEES FROM EXTINCTION.
Our conservation intervention is a plan born out of courage and optimism that as the old English proverb says “a stitch in time saves nine”.  

By recognizing the perils of losing forever this great ape species from our forests where they once lived freely and contributed to the 

ecosystem that sustains us, you too can play a part in protecting surviving populations of chimpanzees in Nigeria and bringing this grand 

vision into reality. Whether by simply lending your voice or making a donation in cash or in kind support, you will be making much needed 

impact. To learn more, please visit us online at . To make direct inquiries on how you might be able to www.swnigerdeltaforestproject.org

help, please contact us at  or call , . We would love to hear from you. info@swnigerdeltaforestproject.org +234(0)9 8757137 08167573177

SW/Niger Delta Forest Project
No. 15, Green House, Zone E, 

New Garki (Apo Resettlement),
P. O. Box 3565, Garki, Abuja.

T: +234(0) 9 8757137, 08167573177
info@swnigerdeltaforestproject.org
www.swnigerdeltaforestproject.org

SW/NIGER DELTA

.....Conservation in a Human Dominated Landscape

Front Cover Photo: ©Gashaka Primate Project. 
Above from Top: Forests of Akure-Ofosu forest 
reserve; Forest clearing/conversion in central 

Niger Delta; Man walking stealthily in the 
forests to hunt; chimpanzee remains found in 
Idanre forest reserve, Ondo State. Photos: © 

SW/Niger Delta Forest Project.


	Page 1
	Page 2

